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Improve in 5 years or miss the bus: CNR Rao to IISc

Chethan Kumar,TNN | Jun 27, 2015, 02.00 AM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/science/Improve-in-5-years-or-miss-the-bus-CNR-Rao-to-
I1Sc/articleshow/47837191.cms

BENGALURU: Showering praise while also being blunt, Bharat Ratna Prof C N R Rao cautioned the 106-
year-old Indian Institute of Science (IISc) that it may miss the bus to becoming an institute of global
standards if it fails to improve in the next 5-10 years. "Don't let anything come in the way of excellence, get
rid of everything that causes hindrance," he told IISc director Prof Anurag Kumar, while speaking at the
IISc Global Conference on Friday.

Stressing that the Bengaluru institute is the only one in India to match the MITs and Harvards, Rao said,
"I am not sure how we are going to achieve this if we do not improve in the next five years, or at best, a
decade."

"I say this because it isn't enough to be good in the present scenario, one has to be outstanding and an
institute like the IISc must be the best. I have seen institutes that did not exist 10 years ago in China and
South Korea that have made it to the top 100 today. Why has IISc not been able to do it?" Rao said.

IIT-Gandhinagar develops ultrathin nano-sheets

Ankur Tewari,TNN | Jun 27, 2015, 02.47 PM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/IIT-Gandhinagar-develops-ultrathin-nano-

sheets/articleshow/47842047.cms

AHMEDABAD: A team of researchers at Indian Institute of Technology, Gandhinagar has developed an
extremely transparent nano-material.

The nano-sheets developed by the IIT-Gn team are rich in boron unlike graphene that is based on carbon.
The boron makes these nano-sheets not only highly transparent, it also provides material scientists a
wonderful platform to utilize its rich chemistry.

Chemical engineering Prof Kabeer Jasuja, who led the research, said these nanosheets are like ultrathin
sandwiches with metal atoms trapped between boron planes that are 20,000 times thinner than human
hair.

"Such thinness gives these nano-sheets unusual properties: they do not absorb visible light but strongly
absorb ultraviolet light. This can prove extremely useful in making UV-blocking coatings that still allow
visible light to pass," said Jasuja.

He further said that not much was known about these nano-sheets yet. But it would be worth exploring if,
like their optical properties, their mechanical and thermal properties are also similarly at extremes, said
Jasuja.

Jasuja's team of researchers including doctoral student Saroj Kumar Das, Master's student Amita Bedar,
and undergraduate student intern Aadithya Kannan.
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